CHAPTER V
THE POWER OF THE PRIESTHOOD
I
tee sanhedrin
A
BOUT the time of Jesus the priestly authority expressed
itself through the Great Council, or Sanhedrin, which sat
in Jerusalem.1 We have little knowledge concerning its origin
and development, its method of election, or even its functions.
The Rabbis of the Talmud liked to stress its great antiquity;
their story was that it had grown out of the council of the
seventy elders of Israel whom Jahweh had commanded Moses
to assemble in the " tent of meeting" (Num. xi. 16). They
imagined for this assembly an unbroken continuity from that
distant date to Talimidie times. In this they were completely
mistaken, for there is no connexion between the possibly fic-
titious Sanhedrin of Numbers and that of the Gospels, nor
between the latter and the " Sanhedrin " known to the redactors
of the Talmud, which was a kind of learned Academy with
certain judicial powers, and existed from the time of the Great
Rebellion until the tenth century or later.
The Sanhedrin with which we are concerned dates in all
probability from the time of Antiochus the Great, or at the
very earliest from the Persian domination. At this period
Jewish life had suffered very much the same restrictions as
those imposed later by the Greeks and Romans, and it was
natural that Israel should have felt the need of some organiza-
tion to regulate its internal affairs. Ezra speaks of Elders,*
and Nehemiah of nobles and rulers.3 Exactly who these people
were and how they were organized we cannot tell, but it is
not unlikely that they represented a council of the nobles of
Israel, both priests and laity.4 Be that as it may, it is under
1	Bibliography in LXXV5 ii, 188 f;  XLVII, i, 400, n. 4—Strack,
Synedriwmm HRE; Hamburger, R. Enc., art. Synedrion, and again in
the Supplement, art, ObergerichL
2	Ezra v. 5 and 9;  ^t 7 and 14; x. 8.
3Neh. ii. 16;  v. 7;  vil 5.	4 LXXV, ii, 191.
50

